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lES'JBKRS 

OP  THE. 

DULVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  GOIMJIL. 


IfrtGhairinan, Ladies  & Gentlerasn, 


I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  the 
health  of  the  Dulverton  Sural  District  during  the  year  1^1* 


Ministry  of  Health. 


The  headings  are  those  formulated  by  the 


IU.g€  2 


Chairman ; 


}Ir ,0 .H .Abbot, The  Cottage ,Dulverton . 
Vice-Chairman:- 

>Ir  .J  *3  »\7tArthur  ,Coppletom,\Unaford, 


llr  .V^. Perry . 

ilr  .R  .B  .Vellacott « 

The  Ho n.l’Irs  .Herbert . 
lira  .Yandle, 

'SlI'  iPi  -a 

Col  »E  «S  Xla;Hon . 

F.r  ,r,J  >,Kerip  (- 
His s li .W  .P . Aston . 

Kr  ^P<^Bawdon. 


Sir  R.Waley-Oohen. 
Hr ,0 . J .Purchase . 

Mr  .P  .T  .Bar  row . 
l&,ior  J.li.Lindeay* 
Mr  ,C.P. Avery. 

Mr  .A.J.Ayre* 

Mr  .J  »P . Glat worthy . 
la-  .P  «H,Beer  » 

Mr  .P .Partridge. 


CLERK  TO  THE  COUNCIL:- 

S ^ aOBLlse  >Eaq.  »SoIicitor  * 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OPPIGERS  OP  THE  AUTHOHOTl- 

(a)  lb.rt-tiTne  M.O.H:- 

Dr  *G  .Nicho  Iso  n ,M  .1) . ,1)  .P  .H  • jP  .R  .0  .3 . ,E  * ^ 

District  M.O.  and  Public  Vaccinator -Dr  .BJWJIc .Kinney. 

(b)  Surveyor  1:  Inspector  ,etc  , , 

H.A.Jewell,E3q.  ,A.R.San*I.  ,H.Inat .S  .E.  »I>iploitia  University 


Assistant  Inspector:- 

G .OmT ones. Cert  R.San.I*, 


1 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29171891 


STATISTICS  MD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  Aiw 


Area  in  acres  78,159. 

Population  1951  (estimted)  ^ ,5^8  * 

Inhabited  Houses ««»»corcr>ooc-icp®  3 1 ,3^8 

Number  of  inhabited  hovises  as  per  rate  books  ..  e » 1,380 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 1,380 

Rateable  value  (reduced) £19,050 

Sum  produced  by  Id  .reite  .oa,-,.o593.3ic.-,coo.iv....o. £73 


SPECIAL  CONDITIONS » 

Good.  The  vasy  m.iority  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  ;they 
appear  to  be  exceptionally  healthy  in  consequence, 

KCTIbCTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  POR  1951* 


TOTAL  !!•  P* 

Live  Births .......  (Legitimate)  .... . 67  3^  31)Birth 

( Illegitimate)  o 4 1 3)®^'^®  = 15*8 

Deaths 57  30  27)  Death 

Still  Births,,,,,,,.,,,.,,,,,....,.  0 0 0)Rate  = 12,8 

(Corrected  Death  Rate  = 10.2) 

(Corrected  Birth  Rate  = 17*3) 


DEATH  RATE  OP  INPANTS  UIDER  AGE  OP  ONE  YEAR# 

TOTAL  M.  P* 

Legitimate............ 3 21 

Illegitin&te 

Deaths  from  Measles, .o. « 
Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years),. ...,.  « - « 

Number  of  women  dying  of, or  inconsequence  of , childbirth,  1 (Prom  Eclampsia) 

The  statistics  for  England  and  V^ales  were-»Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 


Births  ‘-Live  Births  15*5. 

Births  - Still  Births.  * 0»36. 

Deaths. 12*5 

Infant  Mortality  fser  1,000  births 29*6 


(Under  age  of  one  year) 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  P0C3DS# 


See  Sanit£xry  Inspector's  Report, 

There  are  11  certified  T,T.  dairies  in  the  district  and  the  standard  of  the  samples 
obtained  from  them  have  beoi  satisfactory. 

Samples  for  tubercle  bacilli  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  from  different  parts  of 
the  district  and  all  were  reported  free  from  infection. 

The  examination  of  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory, 

ADULTERATION* 


The  Council  are  net  a Local  Authority  for  enforcing  the  Pood  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act  ,1928, 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Poodstuffs  is  submitted  to  the  County 
Diboratory  at  Taunton. 


prevalence  .M)  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASSS , 


During  J.951  Dt»lTrerton  District  ha.d  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  other  than  Tuberoul-osis 
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VACCINilTIOWS  a 

Vaccinations  carried  out  by  the  M.O.H,  during  I95I  - pjdl. 


NOI'IPIhBLE  B IS E/diE (OTHER  TH/iE  TUEEIEGULOSIS)  . 


Total  Gases 

Gases  admitted 

Deaths 

not  if  j.ed. 

to  hospital. 

S HB.  11  Po  Xo8..o.(.,or®soooBso.»oaeoeaa.a(. 
Scarlet  Pevnr  , , 

Dipt  her  ia 

"I 

Measles 

Puerperal  Pj^exia  ^ 

lU 

Whooping:  Cough 0,80. 

3 

c: 

Pneumonia 

Other  Diseases  notifiable 

locally  e.g.  Chicken  Pox. , . , . . „ . . 

3 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Pol  iom.yel  it  is ^ ^ , 

Dys enter V 

m 

Pneumonia HDf  the  above  cases;- 

X 

2 months ,5, 21,^0 

and  36  vears... 

Deaths 


from  dancer* ‘- 


Stomeich  (Male)  . . . ;Lung(Male)  .,,,1 
Cancer  other  regions(]!.fele)  ..  .,3; 


jBrcfist  (PcEE'.le)  • . • »1  ^Uterus 
Total 7, 


» .1 ; 


PREVENTION  OP  BLINDIESS . 

No  action  was  taken# 


nvJUo  il\G  9 

^oL":a3  ™ 

Private  building  licences  issued  - Nil, 

CtEI'ER.S,,  isovision  op  HS'iiTH  SERVICES  IN 
THE  .'EEA, 

® Nursina  in  the  Home. 

(a)  Nursing  is  provided  by  the  Somerset  District  Nursing  Association .There  is  no 

co-^ordination  with  the  Sanita.ry  Authority.  ir.xion.in.rc  is  no 

(b)  Infectious  Disea.scs.No  provision. 

2.  Midwives . 

None  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Number  of  raidwives  practising  in  the  Area  « 6, 

rctanro:'*'™  —"Oration 

>•  laternity  and  Nursing  Homos. 

^ Eo  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Nursing  Home  Act  of  1927 

!^thor°4f  Pucrparal  pj^oxia  are  i„veahf,ated  by  the  County 

K Institutional  Proyision  for  the  care  of  Mental  Def  cotivc8^^one  in  the  Area 

E-ndtir“edTrrt\“:isnrbi'?L"i":oird:^to:sit^^^^ 

SrNIT/iRY  CIRGUlBTrWCES  OP  THE.  ^A* 

■ • Vfeter  Supply. 

To  date  nine  of  the  Ijirgest  villages  have  main  supply. 

Sables  v-cro  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  various  parishes  ciunnv  the  vear 
and  the  results  of  these  are  set  out  in  his  Report.  ^ 

Drainage  . 

Dulverton jBrushf ord  and  Exford  havc'  modern  works. 

V/insford  and  Brompton  Regis  will  be  sewered  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 
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3,  Bivors  and  Streams  Pollution c 

No  action  was  considered  noccSDco-'y, 

Olosot  Acconodation*  . • ..  rvr- ^ nd  pverv 

Inprovonents  in  the  scattered  cottages  arc  con^.antly  bezng 
encouragement  is  given  to  do  this.  liany  noT7  septic  -tanks  have  been  insoal 

during  the  j’-ear* 

pfi?K.bronpton,I.ulverto..Exfora,Vithypopl  and  Bruahford  arc  the  only  schools 
having  f\ush  lavatories  .Ekbon,ho\7ever, has  a piped  water  supply  . reminder 

There  is  still  room  for  inprovenent  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  to  the  reman 
{2\  Public  Gloansingo  See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Beport.  _ ^ ^ 

(3)  the  Area^,,  See  Sanitary  Inspector ’s^Eepor^^ 


(4)  Eradication  of 


Bedbugs  . 


No 


♦ ut/  ':/  Oci.Xlxv/-t  ± xAxtjpvwwv-'*  c'  ^ 

lotion  heis  been  required  up  to  the  present. 


^UBEBGULOS  IS . 


New  Gases  dui'irig:  19ya<  

Age  Periods.  Pu.lraona,ry » Non-Pulnona.ry • 

M . F . M . El 


1 

10 

25 

40 


1 

1 


1 

1 


55 

70 

Ago  not  known 


Ilortality . 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary  • 

M. E.? H.  ^ 


1 


2 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tubcrculos  is)  Regulat  ions  ,1925  . No  action. 
Public  Health  Act  ,1925  (Section  62).  No  action  taken. 


report  • 


I5y  thanks  eo-e  due  to  Itr  .Jewell  for  his  assistance  in  compiling  this 

I ha. VC  the  honour  to  be, 

Vour  Obedient  Servant , 

GEOBGE  NIGH0LS0N,M,0.H. 


Brge  6. 


19^1 


SANITi^RY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT* 


To  the  Chairmn  and  Members  of  the  Bulverton  Rural  District  Council 
Mr  .Chairroan.I.adies  &.  Centlemen. 

I beg  to  submit  ray  report  for  the  period  from  1st 
January  to  31st  December  (inclusive)  ,xn  accordance  V7ith  Article  19(12)  of  the 

Sanitary  Officers  0rder,1922ff 

The  v;orl‘:  of  the  Authority'’  continues  to  increase , and 
even  with  the  help  of  a qualified  assistant  employed  on  a temporary  basis  , difficulty 
is  experienced  in  carrylrig  out.  ail  the  duties  required  in  an  efficient  manner* 
Travelling  in  a scattered  district  of  acres  occupies  much  valuable  time  , but 

this  is  unavoidable^ 

It  is  not  long  since  a survej''  was  completed  of  all 
dwellings  in  the  district .The  position  showed  that  many  houses  wore  in  need  of 
repair. iBjor  difficulties  arise  in  this  oonnoouion, amongst  which  is  the  high  cost 
of  repairs  in  comparison  to  the  rent  obtaiaodgWhero  the  property  is  let  |the  difficultj 
of  owner  occupiers , especially  those  of  the  v/orking  class  ,^o  pay  for  repairs  in 
vie«/  of  the  fact  wages  in  an  agricultural  community  are  much  less  than  those  in 
industrial  areas  and  also  that  any  real  improvement  to  a property  is  followed  by 
an  increase  in  rateable  value, 

MJIS#IGES  MD  GOMPLAIFfS. 

Def octivG  Gess  Pits 

Offensive  Accumulations 

Fouled  V^atcrcourscs . * 

Dirty  Premises  

Bad  or  Suspected  Water  Supply., 

Overcrowding, 

Animals  kept  in  unfit  places 

Defective  Sanito.ry  Conveniences  

Housing  Complaints  ^ ,,o.  r.  

2' lils  c oi  laneo  us  a...,*.,?,  .'j........ 

S ewage  and  Drainage  ...» 

T otal , , • , , , 


Other  thin  cowsheds., 

In  addition  to  those  mentioned  under  Housing  Defects. 

193  visits  were  ende  in  connection  with  these-  and  all  were  remedied  without  the 
ncccssity  of  issuing  Statutory  Notices. 

INSPECTION  Affi)  SUPERVISION  OP  POID  SUPPLIES. 

Meat  > All  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  now  closed , slaughtering  being  done  in 
the  Central  Abbattoir  at  Minehead,but  regular  inspections  are  made  of  mtat  arriving 
at  the  Butcher  Shops, 


7 

4 

2 

4 
26 

5 
2 

80 

31 


RECORD  OF  irSPEGTIONS . 


Rout jne  Visits 63 

Occasional  S laughtcring Nil 


Whole 
Carcase  . 
Bovines . - 

Calves, 

Pigs  . 

Sheep, 


SEAT  UNFIT  FOR  HUl-IM  CONSUMPTION, 


Pore  Qrtrs.  Hind  Qrtrs , Head,  Livers,  Lungs,  Heart,  Spleen, 
1 1 M ^ 

' ^ 

•-»  — » 4^ 

1 c.  2 « “»  •»  «* 


2 


Milk  and  Ifeiiries. 

The  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  arc  no'.'  the  responsibilitj'’  of  the  County''  and 
Agricultural  Committee.  Prom  visits  made  in  the  course  of  other  duties  it  would 
^ppesup  there  is  still  some  room  for  considerable  improvement  to  buildings  and 
general  cleanliness  .Under  the  grant  aided  achcrie  water  supplies  ®/re  being  improved 
at  a reasonable  rate. 
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noT.  pass  the  required  teste 


WATER  SUPRLY, 


All  rrain  water  schemes  under  the  control  of  my  Council  are  visited  at  least  once 
weekly,'  All  the;  larger  villages  now  have  a piped  water  supply.  The  Ilinister  has 
Sanctioned  the  relaying  of  some  mins  at  Dulverton,Winsford  and  Brom.pton  Eegis 
and  tenders  will  bo  invited  early  in  1952 » 


The  Council  make  reg'alca  colleoGlons  of  house  refuse  throughout  the  district , all 
of  T;hich  is  taken  to  >:i  central  incinon’ator  at  Dulverton, 

IDUSlItt. 


The  rate  of  progress  on  new  Iioyrdtig  daring  the  year  has  been  ;jatisfactory .To  date 
76  new  houses  have  been  completed  at  Dulverton  and  outlying  vil!i>ages  .Others  ere  in 
course  of  construction* 


mmE  BISIOSAL  « 

l&in  works  are  insteJlod  at  Dulverton ,Br us hf or d and  Exford  and  it  is  hoped  in  the 
future  to  submit  schemes  for  V'/insford,V/ithypool  and  Brompton  Kegis , 


]m2GT lOUS  DISE/SES  , 


At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  enquiries  into  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  were  at  once  carried  out. 

Number  of  Premises  visited*. 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfected ^ 


EETEOIEUM  AITS* 

Petroleum  Licences  granted  during  the  year ,,46 
Amount  collected .£21*10, Od, 


ESST  ACT  ,19^6, 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  Inspector -Operator  .Every  farm  in  the  district  is 
inspected  at  regular  intervals  and  it  is  found  this  procedure  tends  to  keep  the 
obligations  of  the  occupier  under  the  Act  well  to  the  fore*  V/ithout  frequent 
-.servicing^ the  objects  of  the  Act  would  be  defeated  and  everything  is  done  by  this 
/Authority  to  see  this  is  carried  out. 

'Prcrffl'hxperience  ,in  this  area, it  -would, in  my  opinion, be  an  advantage  if  the  Local 
Authority  could  ^carry  out  the  actual  servicing  of  farms, as  I feel  they  would  carry 
it  out  more  effloiently  than  is  done  at  present. 

Only  industrial  premises  and  di^elling  houses  oxe  now  serviced  by  the  Council's 
operator , 

SUIM.EY  OP  INSPECTIONS  PCS?  THE  YE.®. 


Rousingx-^spections  * 626 

Housing  re-insp<3Ctions  429 

Inspection  of  Heat  and  other  foods.. 56 

Pactories  and  Vhrkshops I7 

Infectious  Diseases., 7 

Visits  in  connection  with  Nuisances  and  Complaints . 41 

■"isits  in  connection  with  rats  and  mice, 2000 

Miscellaneous  Visits,*,.,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,.,, 80 

(a)  7Jfe.ter  Sampling,,.,,,.,,.,, 4J 

(b)  V/ater  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Disposal^etc  , 339 


3636 

CONGLUS  ION  * 

I desire  once  again  to  express  my  tnanl'is  to  the  Chairmn, Councillors  and 
Medical  Officer  for  their  consideration  and  support  given  to  me  during  the  past 
year, also  to  the  Clerk  and  his  sto,ff  for  their  oo'^oporation  in  the  work  of  this 
department. 


Dulverton , 
Somerset . 

January,!  952, 


I an,Gcntlei>x;n, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
HORACE  A.JEWEI,L. 

Figc  8,  Surveyor  6:  Inspector, 


ll. 


